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Chapter 7, Written 440 B.C.E
originated from the Sanskrit word Ashvaka......the Assakenois of the
classical “writings." (Professor Hamid Navid).
“Translated by George Rawlinson" Piney.co
2. The name Afghan has evidently been derived from Asvakan, the
Assakenoi of Arrian... (Megasthenes and Arrian, p 180; see also:
Alexander's Invasion of India, p 38; J. W. McCrindle)
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Christian Lassen, Saan Martin, L. Bishop, Dr Crooks, Dr. J. C.
Vidyalnar, Dr M. R. Singh, William Smith, N. L. Dey, William
Crooke, Dr J. L. Kamboj, Kiprpal Singh and several others write that
the word Afghan has
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The first appearance of Mohammad 11 the new Khwarazm Shah
resulted in the conquest of Afghanistan from the Ghurids. The
Khwarazm Shah received support from the Qara Khitai and from the
Khan of Samarkand. The defeat which the Qara Kbhitai troops
particularly inflicted on the Ghurids was such that in 1206 the greater
part of their kingdom had to recognise the suzerainty of Muhammad.

In 1215 the Shah completed his conquest of Afghanistan.
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"The difficult position in which Muhammad found himself was
not improved by the malevolent influence of his mother, Terken
Khatun. This obstinate and dangerous woman was born in the foreign
military caste and felt herself to be closely allied to this aristocracy. It
was accordingly of great importance to Muhammad to consider his
mother’s wishes as much as possible. He had yielded to her views in
the appointment of the royal successor: it was not the eldest son, Jalal
al-Din, who became crown prince, but the youngest (whose mother
was related to Terken Khatun). The choice had unfortunate results for
Muhammad. Jalal al-Din became governor of Afghanistans and the
crown prince was awarded the central part of the empire. In this latter
region, which incorporated the provinces of Khwarazm, Khurasan and
Mazandaran, the real authority was exercised by Terken Khatun. In
her wickedness she took not the slightest account of the interest of her
son. Functionaries who had been dismissed by Muhammad were
ostentatiously restored to their posts by Terken Khatun. It was
impossible for friction between mother and son to be avoided;
eventually it became so serious that Muhammad’s authority in the
regions governed by Terken Khatun, who had her own court, was to
all intents and purposes no longer recognised. These conflicts created
tension between the Khwarazm Shah and his military leaders."
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"You asked for some further assurance that the Treaty of Peace

now" offered By the British Government contains nothing that
interferes with the complete Liberty of Afghanistan in external or
internal matters. My friend, if you will Read the Treaty of Peace with
care you will see that there is in it no such You have informed me that
the interference with the liberty of Afghanistan. Government of
Afghanistan is unwilling to renew the arrangement under Government
of Great British in matters affecting the external relationship of
Afghanistan, without reserve, | have therefore refrained from pressing
this Matter of which the Treaty of Peace contains no mention. By the
said Treaty And this letter, therefore, Afghanistan is left officially free
and independent in Its affairs, both Internal and external.
Furthermore, all previous treaties have been cancelled by this war"(7-
138)
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The author’s question to Artificial Intelligence (Al), which is an absolutely

impartial source:

Was there any attachment to the treaty stating that all previous treaties
between Afghanistan and Britain were nullified by this agreement?

You’re asking whether the 1921 letter or any annex attached to the 1919

Treaty of Rawalpindi explicitly declared that all prior treaties between
Britain and Afghanistan were nullified.

Answer Summary

Yes — there was an attached letter associated with the Treaty of Rawalpindi
that explicitly stated that prior treaties were cancelled as a result of the war
and agreement.

Key Findings
1. Attached Personal Letter by Sir Hamilton Grant (August 1919)

After the Treaty of Rawalpindi was signed on 8 August 1919, Sir Hamilton
Grant delivered a personal letter to the Afghan Amir. This letter included a
key assurance:

“By the said Treaty and this letter, therefore, Afghanistan is left officially
free and independent in its affairs, both internal and external. Furthermore,
all previous treaties have been cancelled by this war.”

This explicitly states that the war—and by extension, the treaty and letter—
nullified all prior treaty obligations.

2. Confirmation from Historian Ludwig W. Adamec

Historian L. W. Adamec confirms in his diplomatic history that a letter
attached to the treaty stated:

“...the said Treaty and this letter leave Afghanistan officially free and
independent in its internal and external affairs.”

While Adamec does not directly quote the “all previous treaties” clause, his
account supports the conclusion that the letter recognized Afghanistan’s full
independence and release from prior obligations.
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3. Summary from Modern Secondary Analysis

A more recent analysis describes the annexed correspondence as stating that
Afghanistan was officially independent and includes the interpretation that:

“Moreover, this war has cancelled all previous treaties.”

Final Answer

Yes. The letter attached to the Treaty of Rawalpindi (delivered by Sir
Hamilton Grant in August 1919) explicitly declared that all previous treaties
between Britain and Afghanistan were cancelled. It stated:

“By the said Treaty and this letter, therefore, Afghanistan is left officially

free and independent in its affairs, both internal and external. Furthermore,
all previous treaties have been cancelled by this war.”

Summary Table
Component Content Summary

Ended the Third Anglo-Afghan War; imposed terms
Treaty of (arms import restrictions, subsidy reduction, frontier

Rawalpindi (1919) demarcation). No formal clause explicitly nullified prior
treaties.

Attached Lett .
ache cHer Declared Afghanistan’s independence and stated all

(Sir Hamilton , .

Grant) previous treaties were cancelled by the war.

H. t i 1 .. .

C;Sn;rrlr:gtion Confirms recognition of Afghan independence through

the attached correspondence.

(Adamec) P

Modern Analvsis Interprets annexed material as explicitly cancelling
Yy

prior treaties.
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(AFGHANISTAN; FROM DARIUS TO AMANULLAH)

“What was important was that the Afghan kingdom should be
maintained in an intact and prosperous condition to carry out its time-
honored function of le’ tat tampion between India and Rus-sia. The
Amir had several ambitions: firstly, that he should no longer be bound
to submit his foreign relationships to Great Britain; sec-ondly, that he
should be "Shah," or "King," as the Durani’s were, and not - "Amir "-
-and here it may be remarked that "Amir, or "Leader,"” was a title of
Dost Muhammad's choosing as better suit-ed to the democratic

Afghan conception than "Shah"; thirdly, that he should deal directly
with Great Britain and not with the Gover-nor-General of India; and
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fourthly, that as a free king he should have his ministers and consuls
where he liked, and receive at Kabul such ministers of other
nationalities as he wanted. There were other desires, but these were
the main ones. He was also anxious to be recognized as having some
control over the Pathan tribes within the British boundary, i.e., within
the Durand Line, or at the very least, obtain from the British some
guarantee that punishment would not be exacted from them for their
rebellion at the time of the Afghan invasion. Under the existing
conditions, none of these proposals were worth fighting over, save
that any assurance about our action to-wards our tribes, we were not
prepared to give. Afghanistan's complete independence was true, a
reversal of much that we had long contended for. But we had always
interfered with the sole object because of having this prosperous and
self-supporting king-dom intact and definite against either Persian or
Russian aggression”.
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“Under the new treaty, however,we recognized the independence
of Afghanistan, and we agreed to the new Amir adopting the title of
"King" and being in direct communication with London and with the
rest of the world. This had been denounced as a humiliating
arrangement and a giving away of all we had bled for in the past. It
was quite true to say so. However, all the old agreements were made
with the intention of maintaining a strong buffer between India and
Russia, whether imperial or Soviet. The collapse of Russia as an
aggressive threat had disappeared, it was thought, for many years.
Our government, at home, had its hands more than full. As we were
to see a little later in Turkey, the Empire was too tired to stir to Mr.
Lloyd George's call, and diplomacy, as well as wisdom, pointed to the
advisability of a treaty with Afghanistan on the best terms available.
On our side, we saved the cost of the annual subsidy and were
relieved of treaty entanglements regarding the defense of
Afghanistan. It was, of course, obvious that the necessity for



Yed | G o dblylol & pazadel 5490

protecting Afghanistan against aggression must always remain, not
because of a treaty or promise, but because of the hard facts of our
geographical position and the justice of the case. The want of any
promise would not change the possibilities of action but would give
us a freer hand if necessity should arise. Even with the old agreement,
the Amir had never been able to agree to our officers coming to the
frontier or studying plans on the spot, and Abdul Rahman had given
sufficient reasons for not inviting either the British or the Russians to
train his armies. With the change of affairs in Kabul, we should attain
our long-needed objective of a European instead of a Muslim
representative in Afghanistan, whose presence as one among the
many agents of the countries of Europe would not be likely to afford
pretexts for the furies of a mob.” (p.282-6)
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Activists of the Kabul University Students Union, Babrak Karmal

the first row (1st from the left). Photo: author's archive.
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